
March 2024 Astronomy Report

● Moon:  
○ Phases

● Planets:  
○ Morning planets

■ Venus, Mars & Saturn viewing window limited
○ Evening planets

■ Jupiter most visible planet this month
■ Mercury displays best evening appearance of year
■ Celebrate anniversary of Uranus discovery
■ Neptune reaches conjunction with the Sun on 17th, not visible

● Comets/Asteroids:
○ 12P / Pons-Brooks
○ Vesta

● Dark Sky Star Party:
○ Location - TBD, March 9

● Public Viewing: 
○ Cub Lake, March 16



Moon - Phases

March 3 - Last Quarter (Scorpius)  March 10 - New Moon

  March 17 - First Quarter (Auriga)

Apogee (252K miles) - 23rd
Perigee (222K miles) - 10th

3 am
5 am

March 25 - Full Moon (Virgo)

12 am

1 am
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Morning: Venus/Moon - (Capricornis)

March 7, 6 am 

Best opportunity to view Venus this month



Morning: Mars/Saturn - (Aquarius)
Mars & Saturn are very low on the eastern horizon

March 31, 6 am 



Evening: Jupiter/Uranus/Mercury - (Aries, Pisces)
Jupiter most visible evening planet, will set by 10 pm by end of month
Mercury best evening appearance of year, greatest elongation from sun on 24th
Uranus will require binoculars

March 24, 8 pm

January 6, 7 pm



Evening: Uranus - (Aquarius)

January 14, 7 pm

Celebrate the anniversary of Uranus’ discovery on March 13

Rhea

February 10, 6:15 pm

 8 pm
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 Comet Search    12P/Pons-Brooks

Source:  cometchasing.skyhound.com

October 15, 2 am

3/1

3/10

3/20

3/31

Andromeda

Lacerta

Pegasus

Potentially easy binocular viewing, best with 
small telescopes; start search at twilight 
before it sets below horizon



 Asteroid Search    Vesta

Source:  astronomy.com

October 15, 2 am
 Denebola



March 2024 Astronomy Report

● Moon:  
○ Phases

● Planets:  
○ Morning planets

■ Venus, Mars & Saturn viewing window limited
○ Evening planets

■ Jupiter most visible planet this month
■ Mercury displays best evening appearance of year
■ Celebrate anniversary of Uranus discovery
■ Neptune reaches conjunction with the Sun on 17th, not visible

● Comets/Asteroids:
○ 12P / Pons-Brooks
○ Vesta

● Dark Sky Star Party:
○ Location - TBD, March 9

● Public Viewing: 
○ Cub Lake, March 16



 March Dark Sky Party  Location TBD, March 9

Sources:  constellation-guide.com; Stellarium

Ps 19:2

1

2
3

4

1 - M44 (Beehive Cluster)

2 - Intergalactic Wanderer 

3 - UFO Galaxy

4 - Bear Paw Galaxy

8 pm

Open star cluster in Cancer
577  light years from Earth (binoculars, small scopes)
Only Pleiades closer to Earth in Messier catalog

Very large globular cluster in Lynx constellation
300K light years from Earth (good conditions, small scopes)
Located in outer edge of Milky Way

Spiral galaxy in Lynx, small scopes
30MM light years from Earth

Blue compact dwarf galaxy in Lynx
29MM light years from Earth

12P Pons-Brooks
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9 pm

 March Public Viewing  Cub Lake, March 16  
   

Sun sets ~7 pm

First Quarter Moon

Archimedes crater

Ps 19:2

ISS

AristotelesEudoxus 

Maurolycus
Gemma Frisius



March Viewing Chronology

● 3 - Last quarter Moon
● 7 - Venus, Moon (6 am)
● 9 - Dark Sky Star Party
● 10 - New Moon (DST starts)
● 13 - Uranus anniversary of discovery (8 pm)
● 16 - Public Viewing, Cub Lake
● 17 - First quarter Moon
● 24 - Jupiter, Uranus, Mercury (8 pm)
● 25 - Full Moon
● 31 - Mars, Saturn (6 am)
● All month - 12P/Pons-Brooks comet, Vesta


